2010 Calhoun County Community Foundation


Grant Application

Dear Nonprofit Colleague:
We are pleased to announce the availability of the 2009 Calhoun County Community Foundation grant application.  This form was developed to make the grant-seeking process simpler and more efficient for nonprofit organizations.  Grant applications are available at the Calhoun County Economic Development office, 910 Tonawanda, Rockwell City, Iowa  50579 or by calling: (712) 297-5601 or send an email to ccedc@iowatelecom.net.
The Calhoun County Community Foundation was formed in 2005 to coordinate and provide philanthropic support for community betterment projects in Calhoun County.  The Calhoun County Community Foundation is a vehicle for charitable giving capable of benefiting the entire county.  Through the mechanism of endowment funds, charitably-minded individuals can establish funds to build a permanent source of charitable assets to meet emerging, as well as existing, needs of the community.  Through the establishment of the pass-through fund, the Calhoun County Community Foundation and its donors can facilitate capital campaigns and other immediate needs. The Foundation is made up of community-minded individuals who have the ability to assess community needs, implement asset development, evaluate area grant applications, encourage partnerships, and initiate activities to enhance Calhoun County.  Each year the Foundation makes grant awards to worthwhile projects located in the county that are identified through a community grants application process.  Our foundation’s areas of emphasis include:   

        

 *  Arts & Culture

*  Community Betterment
 *  Education

*  Health & Human Services
*  Recreation & Environment
 *  Youth Development
The Calhoun County Community Foundation makes grants to eligible organizations (see Applicant/Project Criteria) to assist in fulfilling the Foundation’s mission to foster private giving, strengthen service providers, and improve the conditions of our communities and/or county.  Our foundation promotes endowment building, community grantmaking, organizational collaboration, and public leadership for the benefit of the Calhoun County area.
The Calhoun County Community Foundation is an affiliate of the Iowa Community Affiliate Network, a collaboration of the Greater Des Moines Community Foundation (GDMCF) and the Iowa Area Development Group Community Foundation, who have recognized the need for new avenues to encourage philanthropy throughout Iowa.  The Iowa Community Affiliate Network currently serves 31 counties throughout Iowa.
Grant numbers are dependent upon the allocation of funds available to the Community Foundation each fiscal year, and all grants must meet the guidelines established on the attached Applicant/Project Criteria sheet. 

Please submit the original completed application with attachments (listed on page 6), and (12 copies of the actual application - pages 3-6, for a total of 13 copies) to:


Calhoun County Community Foundation

Any questions?  Please call/email:


% Calhoun County Economic Development

Pam Meeder

910 Tonawanda, PO Box 47



(712) 297-5601

 


Rockwell City, IA 50579




ccedc@iowatelecom.net
Application deadline: February 3, 2010












  by 4:30 p.m.

Applicant/Project Criteria

Grant Awards

· The Foundation has established a maximum award of $5,000.

· Grant requests cannot exceed fifty percent of the total project costs.

· Ten percent of the local match can be in the form of “in-kind” (donated labor and/or materials).  All “in-kind” contributions must be documented and approved by the Calhoun County Community Foundation.

· Approved projects must be completed within 12 months of the grant award.  Proof of purchases and expenditure of funds must be supplied to the Foundation within 12 months of the project award date.  Fifty percent of the awarded funds will be disbursed upon project approval; the remaining fifty percent will be disbursed upon project completion.
· It is strongly suggested that there be only one grant application per community organization.
Eligible Applicants
Eligible applicants must be either a 501(c)(3) organization or a 170(b) unit of government or have one of the aforementioned entities serve as the fiscal agent on their behalf.

Project Eligibility

Eligible projects must have an emphasis in one or more of the following areas:

· Community Betterment

· Health and Human Services

· Recreation and Environment

· Youth Development

· Arts and Culture

· Education

Funding will not be awarded for any of the following purposes:

· Staffing

· Projects with a religious emphasis

· Operational subsidies

· Debt or other types of organizational distress

· Feasibility studies

Acknowledgement 

All grant recipients must display visible recognition to the Calhoun County Community Foundation via a plaque, notation (on signs), or on program brochures.

**Applicants should not contact Calhoun County Community Foundation Board members to lobby for their projects.  Questions concerning the application criteria should be directed to Pam Meeder at (712) 297-5601.

Helpful Hints for Grant Applications 
(Please read prior to application process)

Definition Section:

Section 501(c)(3): tax law provisions granting exemption from the federal income tax to non-profit organizations.  This exemption does not cover other federal taxes such as employment taxes.  501(c)(3) exemptions apply to corporations, and any community chest fund or foundation, organized and operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, testing for public safety, literacy, or educational purposes, or to foster national/international amateur sports competition, or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals.

170(b) unit of government:  includes counties, cities and schools

CPA Audit:  document expresses the certified public accountant’s (CPA’s) audit opinion on whether the financial statements present fairly the client’s financial position. 

Financial Statement:  is a report containing financial information about an organization.  The required financial statements are balance sheet, income statement, and statement of changes in financial position.  They may be combined with a supplementary statement to depict the financial status or performance of the organization.  

Fiscal Agent:  is an organization who is receiving the money on behalf of the grant applicant and is responsible for disbursing the money for the project and maintaining appropriate documentation (receipts, etc.)  This entity needs to be a 501(c)(3) or 170(b) unit of government to serve in this capacity.  

To ensure qualification for consideration for a CCCF Grant Application: 

1. Applying entity must be a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation (an IRS Designation in which you must supply your IRS ”letter of determination”) or a 170b (government unit such as a city, county, or school - no determination letter necessary).

2. If you don’t fit into one of the two categories listed above  -  Then you MUST have a fiscal agent who is a 501 (c)(3) or 170b. (please note: You may be a not-for-profit corporation and still not have 501 (c)(3) IRS letter of determination-they are two separate things).   You must meet this requirement prior to the application deadline to be considered.  The intent of CCCF grants is to assist organizations to complete a project!  Therefore, all grant application projects must be completed within one year of Grant award.  If your application is for a long term project, it may be best for you to consider waiting for the next granting cycle to apply.

3. This is a matching grant.  You must match the grant amount with other funding.  “In-kind” gifts and volunteer labor may be used up to 10% of the match.   
Submission of Grant Application

Grant Application must include the following:

1. IRS “letter of determination” if a 501(c)(3) - not required for 170b unit of government.

2. Application must be signed by Board Chairperson of applying entity if 501 (c)(3) or authorized person for a governmental unit (page 6 of application).

3. If using a fiscal agent you must have a “Letter of Intent” from the fiscal agent, signed by an authorized person for the fiscal agent.  The fiscal agent must also sign application form on page 6.

4. List of Board of Directors and or Officers of applying entity and fiscal agent (if being used).

5. Copy of latest CPA audit or financial statement or IRS form 990 for applying entity.  If using a fiscal agent, we must have one of the above statements for the fiscal agent. 

6. Submission must include one original application (Pages 3, 4, 5 & 6 of application form – completed of course) along with one copy of the attachments and required supporting material as well as any additional supporting material.  In addition, you MUST INCLUDE 12 COPIES OF THE APPLICATION FORM (PAGES 3, 4, 5 & 6) OF THE APPLICATION.  Please note:  We only want one copy of the attachments and any supporting materials but need the original and 12 copies of the application form.

 (you may reproduce this form on your computer)

Application Summary

________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Organization

____________________________________________________                   
_______________________

Project Title





    



Amount Requested

Application Information

________________________________________________________________________________________
Organization Address
                City, State, Zip                
         Employer Identification Number (EIN)/Tax ID
________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone



     Fax



        Web site

________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of contact person regarding this application  

Phone              
E-mail

Primary project focus area: (circle one):   
Community Betterment        

Health & Human Services

Recreation & Environment   

Youth Development

Arts & Culture



Education
Is your organization an IRS 501(c)(3) not-for-profit?  

____ Yes  ____ No


If no, is your organization a 170(b) unit of government?
____ Yes  ____ No

If no to both questions, you must have a fiscal agent that is an IRS 501(c)(3) organization or a 170(b) unit of government.  Please list name, address, phone and fiscal agent contact person:
________________________________________________________________________________________
Name


Address

Phone #
Contact Person
Fiscal Agent’s EIN/Tax ID
1.  Describe the proposed project.  Include what is proposed, how the project is to be completed, and where it is primarily located.  Discuss the community need for the project, the benefits for the community as a result of the project and the targeted population.  Identify the steps that have been taken to implement the project. Include plans for recognizing any award from the County Community Foundation. (150 words or less)

2.  What is the timeline for this project? (50 words or less)
3.  Describe your organization’s history and charitable purpose.  Briefly describe your organization’s major accomplishments.  (150 words or less)
4.  Has your organization received funding from the Calhoun County Community Foundation in the past?

     
_______ (yes or no)  


If yes, what year(s)? _____________________
If yes, what dollar amount(s) and project name(s)? ______________________________________
5.  Outline other resources or partners identified to assist with the project.  Identify other funding secured, applied for and proposed for the project.  Include in-kind labor and materials and other community support. Provide information concerning all attempts at funding whether granted or not. (100 words or less)

6. If the Foundation does not fully fund your request, would you like to be considered for partial funding? 

_______ (yes or no)   If yes, what changes would you make to your plan or budget to complete your project? (25 words or less)

Project Budget

7.  Total project budget $_________________________________
     Total requested from the Community Foundation $_______________________

     If you already prepared a project budget that contains this information, please feel free to submit it in its original form. 

Budget for the period _____________________ to _____________________
	Cash Available
	
	Amount

	Beginning cash balance
	
	$_________________________

	Proceeds from grants
	
	$

	Proceeds from loans
	
	$

	Foundation grants (include requested 
	
	$

	amount)
	
	

	Corporate grants
	
	$

	Individual contributions/fundraising
	
	$

	Value of in-kind labor and/or materials
	
	$

	(can be up to 10% of local match  - documentation required)
	
	

	Other (please explain)
	
	$

	Total Income
	
	$

	
	
	

	
	 
	

	Expenses
	
	

	Program expense
	
	$

	Land Acquisition
	
	$

	Construction (materials and labor)
	
	$

	Equipment
	
	$

	Other (specify)
	
	

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	$

	
	
	

	Total Expenses
	
	$

	
	
	


Attachments

In order to be considered for funding, your application MUST include the following items if applicable:
___Copy of latest Federal IRS Tax-Exempt Status Letter of applying entity OR fiscal agent. Government entities (170(b) units of government) do not need to provide a Federal IRS Tax-Exempt Status Letter.

___List of Board of Directors and/or Officers of applying entity OR fiscal agent.
___Copy of one of the following: most recent CPA audit, financial statement, or tax return (IRS 990 form) of applying entity OR fiscal agent.
___Signed “Letter of Intent” to act as fiscal agent – only if you are not 501(c)(3) or 170b status.
___Signed applicant Board Approval Agreement and Fiscal Agent Approval (see below).
Board Approval from Applicant Organization 
We approve submission of this grant request and certify that the purpose of this request is charitable and that monies received from the Community Foundation will be used solely for the project stated in this application.

______________________________________________                    
_____________________________
Board Chairperson Signature of Applying Entity or Group




Date

__________________________________________ 


__________________________
Fiscal Agent Signature (if necessary)







Date










5

